The osteogenic potential of extracorporeal shock wave therapy. an in-vivo study.
We studied the effects of extracorporeal shock wave therapy (ESWT) on the healing potential of osteotomies in rabbit radii. The results of sequential low dose shock wave therapy were compared prospectively with natural healing in the radii of New Zealand white rabbits. Our results suggest that ESWT causes new bone formation locally. However such exuberant callus formation does not equate with accelerated fracture healing and in fact implies a delay in the remodelling process.